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Mongolia and China
Strengthen Comprehensive -
Strategic Partnership

At the invitation of the Government of Mongolia, Vice
President of the People’s Republic of China Han Zheng
paid a visit to Mongolia on September 6-8, 2024.

rime Minister of Mongolia
POyun-Erdene Luvsannam-

srai welcomed Vice Presi-
dent of the People’s Republic of
China Han Zheng at Sukhbaatar
Square on September 7, 2024.

Upon a report of the Com-
mander of the State Honor
Guard of Mongolia, the National
Anthems of the two countries
were performed.

Prime Minister Oyun-Erde-
ne and Vice President Han Zheng
paid tribute to the State Cere-
monial White Military Banner
of Mongolia, and Vice President
Han Zheng greeted the State
Honor Guard.

Then, Prime Minister Oyun-
Erdene and Vice President Han
Zheng greeted the state and go-
vernment officials of Mongolia
and China and paid tribute to the
statue of Great Emperor Chinggis
Khaan.

Following the Welcoming
Ceremony, Prime Minister of
Mongolia Oyun-Erdene Luvsan-
namsrai and Vice President of the
People’s Republic of China Han
Zheng held official talks at the
State Palace of Mongolia.

The two sides expressed mu-
tual satisfaction with the suc-
cessful development of the Com-
prehensive Strategic Partnership
between Mongolia and China and
noted that Mongolia and China

have been closely cooperating
in realizing decisions on coope-
ration agreed upon between the
two countries, maintaining the
frequency of high and highest
level reciprocal visits, and coor-
dinating goals reflected in the
development policies of the two
countries.

Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene
highlighted that the long-term
consistent development of good
neighborly relations and mutual-
ly beneficial cooperation with
China is the priority of Mon-
golia's foreign policy. The Pre-
mier expressed satisfaction with
the expansion and development
of relations and cooperation bet-
ween the two countries in all
fields.

The Prime Minister emphasi-
zed his focus on strengthening
bilateral cooperation, particularly
on connecting the ports of the two
countries by rail and increasing
their entry capacity, establishing
a legal framework to facilitate the
cross-border trade of agricultural
products, oil, and explosives and
hazardous chemicals, developing
cooperation in renewable energy,
industry, science, technology,
and humanity, and accelerating
the implementation of soft loan
and grant aid projects under
the Economic Policy, Regional
Development Policy, and Human

Development Policy outlined in
the action program of the Govern-
ment of Mongolia.

The Heads of State of the two
countries set a goal of increa-
sing bilateral trade to USD 20
billion in 2022. As of last year,
the volume of trade between the
two countries reached USD 17.6
billion, a testament to the active
cooperation between the two
countries.

The Prime Minister stressed
that connecting the Gashuun-
sukhait-Gantsmod port by rail in
the near future is a mutually be-
neficial strategic issue for the two
countries. The Prime Minister
also asked the Chinese side to
collaborate on other key railway
projects, including Shiveekhuren-
Sekhee, Choibalsan-Bichigt,
Bichigt-Zuunkhatavch, and
Khangi-Mandal.

Premier Oyun-Erdene expres-
sed eagerness to collaborate on
infrastructure projects, including
the construction of a subway and
aring road in Ulaanbaatar, jointly
implementing renewable energy
projects as part of Mongolia’s
energy sector reform, and finali-
zing a loan agreement for the Er-
deneburen Hydropower Plant of
Mongolia in the near future.

The two sides also affirmed
mutual commitment to accelera-
ting the development of the Eco-
nomic Corridor between Mon-
golia, China, and Russia, agreeing
to move forward without delays.

The Prime Minister propo-
sed the establishment of a water

[

port at Buir Lake of Mongolia to
promote cross-border water tou-
rism. He noted that Mongolia is
planning to construct an airport
near Buir Lake, a project that
could play a pivotal role in sup-
porting the “Tea Road” program,
which aimed at fostering cross-
border tourism between Mon-
golia, China, and Russia.

Vice President of the PRC
Han Zheng expressed pleasure at
visiting Mongolia at the invita-

tion of the Government of Mon-
golia and conveyed greetings
from Premier of the State Council
of the People's Republic of China
Li Qiang to Prime Minister

of  Mongolia
Luvsannamsrai.

The Vice President acknow-
ledged that Prime Minister of
Mongolia Oyun-Erdene's official

Oyun-Erdene

Continued on page 2

Construction Project for the New Building of the National
Museum of Natural Sciences Launched

Mongolia will have the
National Museum of Natural
Sciences, expanding the
Natural History Museum. The
construction of the new building
of the National Museum of
Natural Sciences is progressing
in Ikh Tengeriin Am (pass of
Bogd Khaan Mountain), with 30
percent completion.

he Natural History Mu-
I seum of Mongolia was first
established in 1924 and
was later reconstructed in 1956.
Currently, the Museum, which
became independent from the
State Central Museum in 1991,
showcases around 12,000 nature-
related exhibits and artifacts and
conducts independent and colla-
borative scientific research in the
field of natural science.
In 2019, the Government of

Mongolia issued a resolution on
the establishment of the National
Museum of Natural Sciences in
the Ikh Tengeriin Am, changing

the purpose of the “Hotel and
Conference Complex” project,
which was under construction in
the mountain pass but had been

halted for years. During the years
of the pandemic, numerous works
regarding the new museum buil-
ding were carried out, including
modifying the design, resolving
payment issues, and selecting
contractors.

The National Museum of Na-
tural Sciences will cover a total
of 6.6 hectares of area, while
the Museum building covers ap-
proximately 45,000 square me-
ters. In terms of covering area,
it will rank seventh among the
natural science museums in Asia.
To put it in perspective, the new
Museum will be 13 times larger
than the building of the former
Lenin Museum, the current tem-
porary station of the National
History Museum.

Continued on page 5
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Mongolia and China Strengthen

Continued from page 1

visit to China last year provi-
ded crucial impetus to develop
concrete cooperation between the
two countries.

Vice President Han Zheng
reiterated China's readiness to
work closely with Mongolia in
strengthening mutual political
trust, advancing concrete coope-
ration, and enhancing people-
to-people exchanges. He also
underscored the importance of
intensifying the infrastructure
and energy projects proposed by
Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene.

On September 7, 2024, Vice
President of the People’s Repub-
lic of China Han Zheng paid
a courtesy call on President of
Mongolia Khurelsukh Ukhnaa.

President of Mongolia Khu-
relsukh Ukhnaa expressed satis-
faction with the active develop-
ment of relations and cooperation
between Mongolia and China.

President Khurelsukh high-
lighted that at the meeting with
President of the People's Repub-
lic of China Xi Jinping during
the Third Belt and Road Forum
for International Cooperation,
held last year in Beijing, the two
Presidents reached mutual un-
derstandings on numerous issues.
President Khurelsukh asked Vice
President Han Zheng to convey
his greetings to President Xi Jin-
ping.

President Khurelsukh Ukh-
naa noted that the visit of Vice
President of the PRC, Han Zheng,
to Mongolia, at a time when the
two countries are celebrating his-
toric anniversaries, reflects the
aspirations of the two eternal
neighbors to deepen the Com-
prehensive Strategic Partnership
between our two countries.

The President of Mongolia
underscored that relevant orga-
nizations of Mongolia and China

Comprehensive Strategi

should actively work on realizing
decisions on cooperation agreed
upon between the two Heads of
State of the two countries, parti-
cularly boosting the bilateral trade
to USD 20 billion, improving the
infrastructure connection between
the two countries, intensifying
the projects and programs that
will be implemented under soft
loans and grant aids, activating
cooperation in renewable energy,
and strengthening cooperation in
culture, education, and tourism.

Vice President of the PRC
Han Zheng expressed his grati-
tude to President of Mongolia
Khurelsukh Ukhnaa for receiving
him and conveyed the greetings
from President Xi Jinping.

The Vice President highligh-
ted that 2024 marks the 75th
anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between Mongolia and the
People's Republic of China, the
friendly neighbors connected
with rivers and mountains, the
30th anniversary of the signing
of the Treaty on Friendship and
Cooperation between Mongolia
and China, and the 10th anniver-
sary of the establishment of the
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership.

Vice President of the PRC
Han Zheng expressed China’s
readiness to steadily develop
China-Mongolia relations, bols-
tering friendship and mutual trust
with Mongolia and deepening
mutually beneficial cooperation,
based on crucial shared unders-
tandings agreed by the Heads of
State of the two countries.

On September 7, 2024, Chair-
man of the State Great Khural of
Mongolia Amarbayasgalan Dash-
zegve received Vice President of
the People’s Republic of China
Han Zheng.

Chairman of the State Great
Khural of Mongolia Amarbayas-
galan expressed satisfaction with

GOVERNMENT

¢ Partnership

the successful development of the
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership and mutually beneficial
cooperation between Mongolia
and China, as well as the frequent
high-level reciprocal visits. The
Chairman emphasized that the
cooperation between the legis-
lative bodies of the two countries
has intensified, and bilateral mee-
tings and events have become
regularized.

Vice President of the Peop-
le's Republic of China Han
Zheng expressed pleasure at
visiting Mongolia and conveyed
the greetings of Chairman of
the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress of the
PRC Zhao Leji to Speaker of the
Parliament of Mongolia Amar-
bayasgalan. The Vice President
expressed the country's com-

mitment to elevating relations
between the legislative bodies
and political parties of the two
countries, as well as cooperation
between the two countries in all
fields, to a new level.

The visit of Vice President of
the People’s Republic of China
Han Zheng to Mongolia conclu-
ded on September 8, 2024.

In commemoration of the
75th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations bet-
ween Mongolia and the People’s
Republic of China, the visit by
the Vice President of the People’s
Republic of China Han Zheng
to Mongolia gave an important
impetus for strengthening the
Mongolia-China Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, improving
mutual understanding and poli-
tical trust, and intensifying trade
and economic cooperation.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Mongolia Battsetseg Batmunkh,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the People’s
Republic of China to Mongolia
Shen Minjuan, and other offi-
cials saw Vice President of the
People’s Republic of China Han
Zheng off at the Chinggis Khaan
International Airport of Mon-
golia.
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The Government of Mongolia
held its regular session on
September 11, 2024

Prime Minister’s Directive

on Implementing 14 Mega
Infrastructure and Development
Projects Formalized

The Government of Mon-
golia held its regular session
on September 11, 2024. In line
with the approval of the 2024-
2028 Action Program of the
Government, Prime Minister
Oyun-Erdene  Luvsannamsrai
issued a directive to ensure
the implementation of socially
and economically significant
projects and achieve results
within 2024.

Under this directive, a
total of 129 actions, with each
government member respon-
sible for 3 to 9 measures, the
significance and expected results
should be informed to the public
and preparations should be
madd to present a Government’s
unified report on December 20,
2024. The Action Program high-
lights four key areas: social,
economic, governance, and re-
gional development policies, as
outlined in the Joint Govern-
ment’s Agreement titled “Cou-
rage for Rapid Development”. It
also reflects the implementation
of 14 mega infrastructure and
development projects.

"Paperless Government"
Measure to Be Implemented
to Digitalize Government
Activities

Minister of Mongolia and
Head of the Cabinet Secretariat
of Mongolia Uchral Nyam-Osor
presented to the Cabinet Mee-
ting the "Paperless Govern-
ment" measure aimed at digita-
lizing government activities and
increasing government produc-
tivity.

In this regard, Minister of
Mongolia and Head of the Ca-
binet Secretariat of Mongolia
Uchral Nyamosor, and Minister
of Justice and Internal Affairs
of Mongolia Altangerel Oyun-
saikhan were instructed to crea-
te conditions for the electronic
document exchange through
the Official Document Manage-
ment System for government
members, governors at all
levels, and state and local admi-
nistrative organizations. Also,
they were tasked with reducing
unnecessary steps in govern-
ment activities, improving the
legal environment for electronic
information exchange, devel-
oping drafts of laws, and discus-
sing them at Cabinet meetings.

The Office of the State Pro-
ductivity Committee conducted
a survey on the stationery ex-
penses incurred by the Mon-
golian ministries based on the
2023 budget performance, using
numerical data obtained from
https://shilen.gov.mn/. The
average annual stationery ex-
penditure of a single ministry
was calculated to be MNT 44.1
million, with the total expen-

T SESSION

diture on stationery across 15
ministries amounting to MNT
662.3 million. Meanwhile, the
total expenditure on postage,
communication, and internet
services for 14 ministries is
MNT 574.2 million, with an
average of MNT 41.0 million
per ministry.

Additionally, according to
the records management proce-
dures of the ministries, it takes
1-3 days to review and formali-
ze an official document, 1-2
days for delivery by post within
Ulaanbaatar city, and 7 days for
delivery to local areas.

In addition, citizens and
legal entities can have their sug-
gestions and requests resolved
within 30 days, as mandated by
law. However, public organi-
zations often follow a multi-step
process that can take 4-10 days
before reaching the relevant
official.

This  delay  frequently
results in unresolved requests
within the 30-day deadline, ne-
cessitating extensions or even
rejection. This inefficient pro-
cess contributes to increased
paperwork at each stage.

"New Cooperative-Wealthy
Herder" Program to Be
Intensified

The Government of Mon-
golia has launched the "New
Cooperative" Campaign to sup-
port the livelihoods of herder
families through cooperatives.
The campaign aims at stabi-
lizing cash flow from animal
and animal-derived raw ma-
terials and products. To achieve
this, the Government approved
a five-year plan for the "New
Cooperative—Wealthy Herder"
program. As part of this initia-
tive, the Government also deci-
ded to provide investment loans
to members of herder coope-
ratives.

Investment loans have been
provided by commercial banks
using their resources. The Go-
vernment provided incentives
for the interest rate variance,
while the Credit Guarantee Fund
of Mongolia provided 80-100
percent of the loan collateral.

As of today, soft loans tota-
ling MNT 502.3 billion have
been granted to 14,688 members
of 4,466 cooperatives. Additio-
nally, commercial banks are cur-
rently reviewing projects worth
MNT 88.3 billion for 1,570 her-
ders.

Based on the number of her-
ders who are members of coo-
peratives eligible for soft loans
and the loan amount reques-
ted for financing, the Cabinet
decided to issue a total of MNT
1.0 trillion in soft loans in 2024.
This decision follows amend-
ments to the General Financing
Agreement and its subsequent
signing by the involved parties.
Relevant members of the Cabi-
net and governors of aimags
were instructed to intensify the
"New Cooperative" Campaign
at the national level.
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2. Battsetseo: We Aim to Make the Forum a Strong
Platform to Deliver Women's Voices Across the Glohe

B MONTSAME Mongolian National News Agency interviewed
Battsetseg Batmunkh, Member of the State Great Khural of
Mongolia, Minister of the Cabinet, and Minister of Foreign Affairs
about the World Women's Forum that was held in Ulaanbaatar on

-Global woman leaders,
politicians, businesspeople,
and social activists gathered
in Ulaanbaatar at the end of
August. Why was it held in
Mongolia, and how do you
assess the importance of the
Forum?

-Foreign relations of Mon-
golia have been very active in
recent years. In line with the
principles outlined in Mongolia’s
foreign policy concept, we are
striving to expand and maintain
balanced foreign relations, es-
tablishing friendly ties with all
countries in the world, and suc-
cessfully fulfilling this goal. Mo-
reover, Mongolia has become
increasingly — recognized and
draws attention not only in the
region but also internationally,
in terms of gender equality, and
women's leadership. Therefore,
we proposed to bring internatio-
nal women together in Mongolia
to contribute to solving global
issues and express what our
country can do on these issues.
The United Nations received our
proposal with pleasure. Thus, un-
der the auspices of President of
Mongolia Khurelsukh Ukhnaa,
and in collaboration with the UN,
we hosted a highly ambitious and
responsible forum, the World
Women's Forum for the first time.
We aimed to make it a crucial
gathering that, while maintaining
a feminine atmosphere, would
strongly express women’s voices
worldwide. For this reason, under
the Forum's theme, “Towards
Green Future,” we aspired to
provide a crucial platform for
ensuring women's participation
and leadership and exchanging
best practices in addressing pres-
sing issues of humankind, such as
climate change and Sustainable
Development Goals.

-This Forum had six the-
matic sessions. Why is women's
leadership important, and what
best practices did Mongolia
intend to share with women
worldwide?

-Women make up 51 percent
of the world's population. Global
peace and the health of child-
ren depend on women. Howe-
ver, women's participation is still
relatively low at management
and decision-making levels. So,
Mongolia’s contribution, poten-
tial, offer, and initiatives for this
issue could be of interest to other

August 22-23, 2024.

countries. In my opinion as a
woman, Mongolian women’s par-
ticipation in Mongolia’s unique
development, great history, and
formation of nomadic culture,
and the legacy of our ancestors
who brought peace to the world,
as well as women’s leadership
that has been inherited up to to-
day, can be recognized and have
an impact at the decision-making
level.

When participating in inter-
national events, I observe that
Mongolian ~ women  exhibit
strong leadership. Moreover,
Mongolia has long supported
women’s rights. In every govern-
ment, women's voices have been
powerful, which is a big success
that many other countries want
to achieve. This year marks the
centennial of the Mongolian
Women’s Federation. So, the
timing of this Forum was mea-
ningful. To address interconnec-
ted challenges such as climate
change, economic instability, and
gender inequality, participants
in the Forum took part in six
thematic sessions that focused
on environmental actions, the
food system, and issues in the
economic, education, sports, art,
and culture sectors. The Forum
concluded with the outcome
document titled “Ulaanbaatar
Declaration: Towards a Sustai-
nable Future”.

Mongolia ranks quite high
in gender equality. Particularly,
the female participation quota
was set at 30 percent in the 2024
parliamentary elections by law.
This reflects genuine political
leadership. As a result, 32 out of
the 126 members of Parliament
are women.

-In recent years, Mongolia
has been actively hosting in-
ternational conferences and
forums. Last year, the Female
Foreign Ministers' Meeting was
a success. Can this Meeting be
regarded as a continuation of
those efforts?

-Yes, Mongolia's foreign rela-
tions have become increasingly
recognized, both domestically and
internationally. Today, it is hard
to find someone who is not fami-
liar with Mongolia’s peacekee-
pers, as the skills, reputation, and
resilience of Mongolian soldiers
are highly regarded. Over the
past 20 years, Mongolia has dep-
loyed more than 20,000 troops in

FOREIGN RELATIONS

peacekeeping operations, serving
in hot worldwide. Hence, in
2022, under the initiative of the
President of Mongolia, we hosted
the first International Conference
on Women, Peace, and Security.
This conference will be organized
every 4-5 years.

Additionally, at last year's
Female Foreign Ministers' Mee-
ting, we discussed how female
ministers could contribute to
solving the challenges faced by
many countries during times of
“global transition”, such as wars
and the COVID-19 pandemic,
which have brought significant
changes to international relations
and disciplines. Today, about 40
of the 193 UN member countries
have female foreign ministers,
all of whom are influential poli-
ticians. Seven or eight years ago,
when [ was a Deputy Minister,
this number was only over 20.
We also plan to host another in-
ternational conference in Mon-
golia in 2025. Preparations for
hosting the Seventeenth Ses-
sion of the Conference of the
Parties (COP16) of the United
Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) in
2026 have already begun.

At the opening of the
Female Foreign Ministers'
Meeting, you stated in your
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speech that Mongolia is one
of the first countries in Asia
to legalize gender equality.
The World Women's Forum
was held under the theme
"Towards Green Future". Does
it reflect the characteristics of
Mongolian culture?

-Every country has taken a
number of obligations and com-
mitments related to climate
change, and under the Sustaina-
bility-2030 Goals. As for Mon-
golia, it is among the active
countries that are fighting climate
change effectively.  Climate
change brings many consequen-
ces, including unexpected disea-
ses, food shortages, and econo-
mic crises.

Therefore, the six thematic
sessions of the Forum were or-
ganized in a way that is quite
pragmatic, inclusive, and covers
numerous issues. Regarding the
theme “Towards Green Future”,
we must love our mother earth
and women have been making the
biggest contribution to this.

The nomadic lifestyle of
Mongolians is remarkable. Mon-
golians lived minimally, nomads
protected their environment, did
not create garbage, and were
economical. I believe that this
lifestyle and wisdom, which has
been handed down since ancient

times, is compatible with the
concept of “Green Development”.
It was probably one of the new,
interesting, and must—experience
aspects of Mongolian culture for
foreign guests. It is definitely the
reason why everyone who has
come to Mongolia wants to co-
me back again, and that makes
Mongolia positively known in-
ternationally.

-There is a beautiful Mon-
golian tradition of welcoming
guests from afar with respect.
How many countries were rep-
resented at this World Women's
Forum, which Mongolia hosted
for the first time? Could you
name some of the Guests of
Honour?

-More than 100 foreign
guests including Heads of State,
Deputy Speakers of Parliament,
Foreign Ministers, Ministers of
Labor and Social Security, Heads
of international women's and
non-governmental organizations,
as well as representatives of art,
culture, sports, and business
participated in the WWF. For
example, Deputy Secretary-Ge-
neral of the United Nations, Pre-
sident of Slovenia, First Lady of
the Kyrgyz Republic, Vice Pre-
sident of Laos and the Deputy
Speakers of Parliaments of
Bulgaria and Kyrgyz Republic
took part in the Forum.

-What precious qualities
of Mongolian women do you
cherish?

-After becoming the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, I realized
and more deeply felt that Mon-
golian women stand out with
many precious qualities. Mon-
golian women are truly resolute,
talented, and sane, too. Mon-
golian women are using all kinds
of social platforms around the
globe. Mongolia is becoming a
digital nation. All these are cru-
cial factors for the development
of women.

-As the 40th Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Mongolia,
you were in the centre of atten-
tion of women globally. Please,
share with us, what qualities do
you favor in your work?

-1 always try to see the good
side of things and strive to be
positive. When organizing any
activity, we want to show the
advantages of our nation as much
as possible, guide as a model,
and create such environment. I
am pleased that the Forum was
convened in such wonderful
atmosphere and left lasting
memories for our foreign guests.
I believe that all the women who
participated in this conference
were fortunate to be part of this
momentous event.

Ambassador of Mongolia to the Kingdom of Sweden Presents
Letter of Credence to the King of Sweden

Ambassador

Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Mongolia
to the Kingdom of Sweden
Munkh-Ulzii Tserendorj
presented his Letter of
Credence to the King of
Sweden His Majesty Carl XVI
Gustaf on September 4, 2024.

Munkh-
conveyed

Ambassador
Ulzii  Tserendorj

the greetings of President of
Mongolia H.E.  Khurelsukh
Ukhnaa to the King of Sweden
His Majesty Carl XVI Gustaf and
noted that this year marks the 60th
anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between
Mongolia and the Kingdom of
Sweden. The Ambassador ex-
pressed commitment to acti-
vely developing relations and
cooperation in numerous fields

including trade, investment, en-
vironment, renewable energy,
arts, and culture.

King of Sweden His Majesty
Carl XVI Gustaf was interested
in the ancient ties between Mon-
golia and Sweden, Mongolian
nomadic culture, and the tourism
sector and expressed confidence
that the relations between the two
countries would further develop
and expand.



4 THE MONGOL MESSENGER

Construction of Battery Storage Power Station in Baganuur Begins

On September 6, 2024,
Manduul Nyamandeleg, First
Deputy Governor of Ulaan-
baatar City, and Zhibin Chen,
an Accredited Representative

of “Envision Energy” LLC,
signed an Agreement for the
Construction of a Battery
Storage Power Station in
Baganuur district, Ulaanbaatar:

g I Yo prepare for the winter of
2024-2025, prevent elec-
tricity and heating shor-

tages, and ensure uninterrupted

power supply to consumers, an
international open tender for the
construction of a battery storage
power station in Baganuur dis-
trict, Ulaanbaatar, was announ-
ced on June 26, 2024. As a result,

“Envision Energy” LLC was se-

lected as a contractor.

During the Signing Ceremo-
ny, Governor of the Capital
City and Mayor of Ulaanbaatar,
Nyambaatar Khishgee remarked,
“For the first time, Ulaanbaatar

city successfully issued bonds
worth MNT 500 billion on the
domestic capital market, with
MNT 300 billion being invested
in the Buuruljuut Power Plant.
The first block of the Buuruljuut

ECONOMY
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Power Plant, with a capacity of
150 MW, will be operational next
month. With today’s Agreement
with “Envision Energy” LLC, the
Battery Storage Power Station,
with a capacity of 50 MW, is
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planned to be commissioned on
November 30, 2024. The com-
missioning of the first block of
the Buuruljuut Power Plant and
the Battery Storage Power Sta-
tion will significantly mitigate

the current energy shortages of
Ulaanbaatar.”

The Battery Storage Power
Station will be built on a 5-hec-
tare area in the 1st subdistrict of
Baganuur district, northwest of
the Baganuur Substation. The
Battery Storage Station will have
a capacity of 50 MW, an energy
storage capacity of 200 MWh,
and an electrical frequency of 50
Hz with three phases and will be
connected to the 220/110/35 kV
Baganuur Substation.

Once operational, the Battery
Storage Power Station will play
a key role in regulating the fre-
quency of the central region’s
energy system, alleviating peak
winter load stress, and addressing
capacity deficits. Additionally,
the station will restore the system
when the system needs it, while
the Battery Storage Power Sta-
tion reduces greenhouse gas
emissions as the station relies on
renewable energy sources.

Loan Quality Improves in Mongolia

Mongolia's banking sector
grew by 30 percent in the first
half of 2024. Amar Lkhag-
vasuren, Executive Director

of the Mongolian Bankers
Association, noted during the
presentation of the Association's
review on the sector for the first
half of 2024 that the increasing
credit growth, while GDP is at
5 percent and inflation is at 5.5
percent, could potentially raise
inflation.

“Non-performing loans are
now below 6 percent, a positive
indicator not seen in the past 10
years, though this is partly due
to the growth in overall lending.

There has been a decline in
non-performing loans across
all sectors. For example, in the
mining sector, non-performing
loans have decreased to 17 per-
cent, down from one-third. Due
to the decrease in inflation and the
appreciation of the national cur-
rency, more citizens are choosing
to deposit their money in MNT
savings, resulting in real returns.
However, budget expenditure has
increased by 43 percent. Such
budget expansion will not allow
a macroeconomic environment
conducive to lowering loan inte-
rest rates,” Executive Director
Amar Lkhagvasuren highlighted.

Also, the Mongolian Ban-

kers Association analyzed the
Mongolian Government's Action
Program and made several pro-
posals.

For example, while the elec-
tion platform of the three parties
stated that they would reduce
loan interest rates, the Go-
vernment's Action Program for
2024-2028 lacked any specific
provisions for it. Therefore, the
specific measures for reducing
loan interest rates remain unclear.
While the winning party's plat-
form included promises to im-
prove the business environment,
such as eliminating taxes on di-
vidends and limiting budget ex-
penditure to 25 percent of GDP,
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there is little evidence of these
commitments being implemen-
ted in the budget amendments or
proposed budget law. Therefore,

the Association emphasized the
importance of fulfilling these pro-
mises.

An open tender for the first
stage of construction work of
the Selbe subcenter was announ-
ced on August 26, 2024. The

first stage work of the subcenter
will take place on 13 hectares of
land, a part of a larger initiative
to redevelop 158 hectares of

World Bank to Gollahorate on Accelerating “Selhe Subcenter"
and "Ulaanhaatar Sustainable Urban Transport” Projects

area in the Chingeltei District,
Ulaanbaatar.

The Selbe subcenter is a mo-
del project under the "20-Mi-
nute City" concept, designed
to transform ger districts into
well-planned residential areas.
The project aims at improving
infrastructure, alleviating traffic
congestion, and providing better
living conditions for residents in
the capital’s ger districts.

To date, 1380 households
have been relocated, and with
international financing secured,
the project is expected to be com-
pleted within its planned timeline.

Regarding the Selbe subcen-
ter project development, Man-
duul Nyamandeleg, First Deputy
Governor of Ulaanbaatar City in
charge of Economy and Infras-
tructure held a meeting with
Thilasoni Benjamin Musuku,

Senior Financial Sector Specia-
list at the World Bank.

During the meeting, the two
sides agreed to accelerate the im-
plementation of both the “Selbe
Subcenter” and “Ulaanbaatar
Sustainable Urban Transport”
projects. They also exchanged
views on improving the housing
supply in Ulaanbaatar, and the
World Bank confirmed its support
and cooperation for the project.

Tugrug’s Exchange Rate to the U.S. Dollar
Appreciated by 61.50 Tugrugs

The savings in Tugrug, the
national currency of Mongolia
reached MNT 20.1 trillion as of
the end of July 2024, an increase
of MNT 431.9 billion (2.2
percent). Compared to the same
period of 2023, the total amount
of Tugrug savings increased by
MNT 5.6 trillion (38.8 percent).

Of the total Tugrug savings,
MNT 17.3 trillion (86.1 percent)
is made by individuals, and MNT
2.8 trillion (13.9 percent) by en-
terprises. Savings in foreign cur-
rency reached an equivalent of
MNT 4.5 trillion, an increase of

MNT 64.8 billion (1.4 percent)
compared to the previous month.
However, savings in foreign cur-
rency decreased by an equivalent
of MNT 392.9 billion, compared
to the same period last year, ac-
cording to the National Statistics
Office of Mongolia.

The monthly average exchan-
ge rate of Mongolian Tugrug to
U.S. Dollar announced by the
Central Bank of Mongolia in July
2024 was MNT 3380.86 to USD
1, appreciated by MNT 61.50
compared to the same period of
the previous year and by MNT
0.25 compared to June 2024.

The monthly average exchan-
ge rate of Mongolian Tugrug to
Euro announced by the Central
Bank of Mongolia in July 2024
was MNT 3663.85 to 1 EUR, ap-
preciated by MNT 139.49 com-
pared to the same period of the
previous year while the rate was
depreciated by MNT 23.84 from
the previous month.

The monthly average exchan-
ge rate of Mongolian Tugrug to
Russian Ruble in July 2024 was
MNT 38.80 to 1 RUB, deprecia-
ted by MNT 0.84 compared to the
same period of the previous year
and by MNT 0.30 from the pre-

vious month.
Meanwhile, the
average exchange rate of Mon-
golian Tugrug to Chinese Yuan in
July 2024 was MNT 465.55 to 1

monthly

CNY, appreciated by MNT 13.12
compared to the same period of
the previous year and by MNT
0.50 from the previous month.
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On September 10, 2024,
Mongolia marked the Day of
Tribute to the Victims of Political
Repression for the 29th year:

n this day, Oyun-Erdene
Luvsannamsrai,  Prime
Minister of Mongolia,

Purevdorj Bukhchuluun, Deputy
Chairman of the State Great

# Khural and Chair of the State

Commission on Rehabilitation
(SCR), Members of the State
Great Khural and Government,
SCR officials as well as the relati-
ves of the repressed paid respects

~8 and laid wreaths at the Monument

for the Politically Repressed.

In 1996, the State Great Khu-
ral of Mongolia issued a resolu-
tion to mark every September
10 as the Day of Tribute to the
Victims of Political Repression.
As of now, over 31400 victims
of political repression have been
rehabilitated.

The Monument for the Poli-

Mnnunlla Commemorates Victims of Political Renression

tically Repressed, situated in
front of the National Museum of
Mongolia, was sculpted by ar-
tist L.Bold in 1997, using copper
repoussé technique. The Monu-
ment stands as a witness to the
sorrow and regret, the relentless
search for truth, the tears long
held back, and the tragic history
that took the lives of national
intellectuals, scientists, and
Buddhist monks. By Resolution
No. 197 of the Citizens’ Repre-
sentative Khural of Ulaanbaatar
City, the Monument was placed
under the protection of Chingeltei
district in 2007.

On a plate next to the Monu-
ment, the following words are
inscribed:

“May no Mongolian ever

forget the years,

Of lost hope and broken

heatrts,

The nightmare-like years,

The sorrowful years of

despair!l”

Mongolian Translators to Gonvene in Ulaanbaatar for National Forum

Under the auspices of Pre-
sident of Mongolia Khurelsukh
Ukhnaa, the National Forum
of Translators of Mongolia will
take place at the State Palace
of Mongolia on September
30, 2024. The Forum will be
co-organized by the Office of
the President of Mongolia, the
National University of Mongolia,
and the MONTSAME Mongolian
National News Agency.

Ahead of the National
Forum of Translators, four preli-
minary discussions are being
held involving  professional
translation organizations, trans-
lators of all areas, teachers, Al
and computer-assisted transla-
tion developers, content crea-
tors, and printing houses in
Mongolia to seek solutions for
the challenges in this field. The
discussions are focusing on the
topics: “Pressing Challenges in
the Translation Sector in Mon-
golia,” “Skills of Translators

and Interpreters,” “Quality and
Standards of Translation Works,”
“Development and Solutions for
the Translation Industry in Mon-
golia,” and “Professional Ethics
of Translators.” As an outcome of
the National Forum, a Declaration
of Translators and Interpreters
of Mongolia is expected to be
issued.

Dr. Egshig Shagdarsuren,
Director of the Accreditation
Center for Professional Transla-
tors and Interpreters of Mongolia
and Associate Professor at the
Department of Asian Studies
of the National University of
Mongolia noted in her interview
with  MONTSAME Mongolian
National News Agency, “The
purpose of this Forum arises
from the fact that social networks
and media have been critically
discussing the issue of translation
quality. Despite the increasing
social demand for translation, no
concrete steps have been taken to
resolve this problem."

"According to surveys con-
ducted among translators and in-
terpreters since 2021, the devel-
opment of the translation indus-
try of Mongolia is considered to
be relatively weak compared to
the global level. We decided it
was time to organize a national

forum to discuss how translators
of Mongolia themselves percei-
ve this situation. To effectively
organize the Forum, we should
gather insights directly from
translators and interpreters. We
need to understand their perspec-
tives on the challenges facing the

translation industry, their self-
assessment of their competence,
the current quality standards in
translation work, and how we can
collectively advance the devel-
opment of the translation industry
in Mongolia.”

Continued from page 1

A Launching Ceremony for
the construction of the new buil-
ding of the National Museum of
Natural Sciences was held on
September 5, 2024. At the Cere-
mony, President of Mongolia
Khurelsukh Ukhnaa expressed
his gratitude to the Government
of Mongolia, relevant Ministries,
the Governor’s Office of the
Capital City, and the contractor
team and urged to complete the
construction of the Museum
on time and to a high standard.
“This museum will be a beacon
of knowledge and a testament
to our commitment to education
and the preservation of our na-
tural heritage, including the ori-
gin of the Universe and Earth,
geology, paleontology, geology,
biodiversity, ecology, and eco-
systems. I am convinced that
it would foster a sense of pride
in the nation, instill a love for
the environment, and cultivate
an understanding of the laws of

nature, while encouraging the
protection of the homeland and
Mother Earth. It will contribute to
the development of regional and

international natural sciences,
serving as a source of research
and knowledge,” stated the Presi-
dent.

During his tenure as Prime
Minister of Mongolia, Mr. Khu-
relsukh initiated several key

cultural and infrastructural pro-

jects, including the Chinggis
Khaan National Museum, the
Natural History Museum, the

Grand Theatre of National
Arts, and the Sports Complex.
Despite the challenges posed
COVID-19 pandemic, economic
restraints, and geopolitical dif-
ficulties, the construction works
of the Chinggis Khaan National

Museum and the long-delayed
National Library were success-
fully completed and put into
operation. Regarding this, the
Head of State underscored “The-
se constructions are proof that
Mongolian people can accom-
plish anything when they unite
their intellect, knowledge, skills,
hard work, determination, and
energy.’

Battulga Boldbayar, the Di-
rector of “Sodon Nomin Cons-
truction” LLC, a contractor of
the new building of the National
Museum of Natural Sciences,
noted “According to the revised
construction schedule, we are
aiming to complete the project
and open the Museum in the
fourth quarter of 2026. As of to-
day, approximately 30 percent of
the construction work has been
completed, with around 100-120
people working on the site daily.”

Director of the Natural
History Museum I.Budbayar
highlighted “The Natural History
Museum has 16,000 exhibits in
its collection. While constructing

the new building, the work for
enriching the museum collection
and developing human resources
should be done. Therefore, we
are working on both an exhibit
curation plan and expanding our
collection simultaneously. For
the new museum to function fully
across its 44,000 square meters,
we will need a staff of around
220 to 240 people. Our museum
has the potential to compete with
those in other countries. As of
now, we are laying the ground-
work for a museum that will rank
seventh in capacity among Asian
countries.”

The new building of the mu-
seum will feature 12 permanent
exhibition halls equipped with
multimedia, interactive displays,
and dynamic installations, as
well as contain a temporary exhi-
bition hall, a planetarium, an
amphitheater, a library, a confe-
rence room, a restaurant, a cof-
fee shop, and a gift shop. Addi-
tionally, the building will have a
parking lot for 540 vehicles on
the B1 floor.



6 THE MONGOL MESSENGER

Bathaatar Sukhbaatar: Standards Are Development Accelerator

B MONTSAME Mongolian National News Agency interviewed
Chairman of the Mongolian Agency for Standardization and

Metrology Batbaatar Sukhbaatar.

-To begin with, could you
please explain what the Mon-
golian Agency for Standardi-
zation and Metrology stands
for, what its responsibilities are,
and what activities it carries
out at the policy level?

-B: The Mongolian Agency
for Standardization and Metro-
logy (MASM) operates in
all 21 aimags. Following the
transfer of responsibilities from
the General Agency for Spe-
cialized Inspectionto the sec-
tor ministries, our agency now
oversees food safety, conducting
tests in 21 provincial laborato-
ries. Additionally, we manage
sector-specific laboratories in
Ulaanbaatar’s Baganuur and
Nalaikh districts, as well as the
National Reference Laboratory
for Food Safety in Ulaanbaatar.
In terms of our agency’s respon-
sibilities, we work on ensuring
the goods and services in Mon-
golia meet international stan-
dards and provide policy support
for boosting national production

and exports. Overall, we aim at
ensuring a safe and healthy en-
vironment for Mongolian peop-
le, aligning our work with Mon-
golia’s development orientation.

-What does the term “stan-
dard” mean? People often
think they understand what a
standard is and it seems like
something familiar to them.
However, when it comes to
the implementation, it is often
not applied. Could you please
clarify this?

-Almost every journalist asks
me about the state of standard
implementation. The general
perception is that Mongolia
lacks proper standards and that
standard enforcement is weak.
People say that risks are present,
or we face risk in every two
steps we take. It means we do
not adhere to the standards. The
issues we face concerning the
safe and healthy living condi-
tions of Mongolians are directly
related to the lack of standards
being enforced. We have already

INTERVIEW

found the problem, but now we
need to focus on the ways of im-
plementing those standards, the
ways to move forward, and the
ways to overcome the situation.
The sectoral inspection bodies
under the relevant ministries
must be responsible for standard
enforcement. For instance, the-
re are about 700 standards in
the food sector, over 600 in con-
struction, and around 700 in the
health sector. In other words, we
have numerous standards. But
when you go to the sectoral in-
spection bodies and ask about the
current implementation of these
standards, they cannot provide
answers. So, we have many ur-
gent issues to solve. Therefore,
we must find answers to these
questions: what measures should
be taken to implement standards
in each sector, and what policy
actions the government should
take.

-You just mentioned that
over 700 standards are in
each sector. If we were to
enforce just 10 out of 700, it
could potentially solve many
issues in that sector. In case
the standards are not met,
then those issues persist. So,
while the MASM has already
developed the necessary stan-
dards, should not it be the res-
ponsibility of the sectors for the
standard enforcement?

-Previously, we had a Gene-
ral Agency for Specialized Ins-
pection (GACI), which was res-
ponsible for oversight across all
sectors, including healthcare,
education, mining, roads and
transport, and construction. They
carried out inspections according
to the Law of State Inspections
and Control. The inspectors
should ensure the implementation
of the standards in compliance
with the inspection checklists,
with all the relevant standards
being reflected. For example, let
it be a hospitality enterprise, the
checklist must specify all the
requirements: how the entrance
must look, how the door should
be, and how the outdoor lighting
should be. Or else, if it is a
tourist facility, the checklist must
detail everything, including the
cleanliness of public restrooms.

The sector-specific inspec-
tion bodies must enforce these
standards are met through such
checklists. As of now, each sec-
tor’s respective ministry is taking
responsibility for overseeing the
enforcement of standards.

-How many standards are
there in effect in Mongolia to-
day?

-As of today, Mongolia has
6642 standards in effect. There
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is a long list of standards in each
sector, approximately, over 700
standards for each. Of the total
number of standards in Mon-
golia, 44.1 percent comply with
international ~ standards.  This
means any product that meets the
standard of Mongolia will exac-
tly meet the international stan-
dard. We are working towards
increasing it, striving to align
Mongolian standards with in-
ternational ~ standards. When
national  enterprises  produce
goods and offer services that
meet international standards,
their competitiveness will sig-
nificantly increase in foreign
markets. Last year, the ratio of
national standards aligning with
international standards was 43.6
percent, while this year it has
increased by around five per-
centage points. This is an area in
which we are quite successful.

-What are the advantages
and disadvantages of confor-
ming national standards to in-
ternational standards?

-Generally, making national
standards align with internatio-
nal standards means bringing
domestic products or services to
the international level. However,
there is a problem with this.
Enterprises say, “You have ap-
proved standards that are too
difficult to achieve. How can
we meet them?” International
standards are globally accepted
to ensure that products and ser-
vices are safe for both people
and the environment, without
risks. Imposing these standards
domestically raises the bar, it is
a sign of progress. As Mongolia
strives to keep pace with global
development, we should have
national standards closer to in-
ternational standards. There is
also another issue, making a na-
tional standard an international
standard.

-You have noted the need
for legal reform. How favorab-
le is the legal environment re-
garding national standards in
Mongolia? You intend to sub-
mit proposals to the State Great
Khural of Mongolia on amend-
ments to relevant laws. Could
you provide more information?

-We have been working to
formulate the basic fundamental
law on standards since 2023.
This draft law was thoroughly
discussed by relevant officials
and specialists in all aimags and
professional institutions and was
presented to all ministries of
Mongolia.

When this draft law is ap-
proved, it will provide essential
support to Mongolia’s develop-
ment and provide leverage on

a policy level. We have com-
pleted the draft law. Now, we
are waiting for the approval of
the law concept by the Ministry
of Justice and Home Affairs of
Mongolia. The draft law outlines
the control and regulation policy.

The draft law also addresses
several key issues. First, it in-
cludes articles on the social pro-
tection of professionals in the
field of standard and metrology.
Second, it seeks to clarify the
wording “optional” in the law.
This wording has led to ambi-
guity, with some interpreting
it as optional to adhere to. In
countries with a strong rule of
law, standards must be strictly
adhered.

But in Mongolia, this phra-
sing has allowed businesses and
individuals to choose which stan-
dards to follow. This has resulted
in some products not meeting full
safety requirements, which the
amendments to the law aims to
correct.

-What are MASM’s plans
for the near future?

-One of the biggest difficul-
ties our agency faces is the lack of
investment. We had no investment
in upgrading vital equipment, lab
tools, workforce development,
and renovations of the building.
For over a decade, only around
MNT 300 million was allocated.
Gladly, Deputy Prime Minister
Amarsaikhan Sainbuyan pays
special attention to our sector.
This year, MNT 3.4 billion has
been earmarked, which will be
used for the equipment upgrade
and renovation.

Furthermore, there is a
need to improve our Agency’s
foreign relations. Currently, we
have relations with 16 interna-
tional organizations such as the
International Organization for
Standardization and the Interna-
tional Organization of Legal Met-
rology, and cooperate with over
30 foreign organizations.

In addition to funding, enhan-
cing our agency's foreign rela-
tions is crucial. Therefore, we
give great attention to the coo-
peration with international orga-
nizations including the World
Bank, Asian Development Bank,
KOICA, JICA, and other par-
tners.

To summarize, adherence
to standards is essential. These
standards ensure safe and heal-
thy conditions for everyone.
Moreover, the national standards
can be a driving force for Mon-
golia-made products to be inter-
nationally recognized.

We all should adhere to the
standards to safeguard our future.

Mongolia and France to Cooperate on Climate
Change and Specially Protected Area Management

Minister of Environment

and Climate Change of
Mongolia and Member of the
State Great Khural Odontuya
Saldan met with Senator
Philippe Mouiller, Chair

of the French—Mongolian
Parliamentary Group in the
French Senate, on September
9, 2024.

The two sides discussed key
environmental issues, including
sustainable forest management,
climate change, and renewable

energy. Minister Odontuya ex-
pressed her gratitude the French
side for supporting Mongolia's
"One Billion Trees" National
Campaign, initiated by President
of Mongolia Khurelsukh Ukh-
naa, and sending French
experts to Mongolia. The
Minister emphasized the impor-
tance Mongolia places on the
Mongolia—EU Forest Partnership
and highlighted that Mongolia
and France were among the first
countries to support the initiati-
ve to protect at least 30 percent

of the planet's land and water by
2030. Minister Odontuya poin-
ted out that there is potential for
Mongolia to adopt France’s best
practices in expanding the net-
work of specially protected areas
(SPA) and strengthening the ma-
nagement of SPA authorities in
line with international standards.

Senator Philippe Mouiller
reaffirmed France's commitment
to cooperating with Mongolia,
pledging support from the Senate
and other relevant institutions of
the French Republic.
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GCamel Milk Processing Plant to Be Put into Operation in Umnugohi Almag

The construction of a

camel milk processing plant

in Umnugobi aimag is over

90 percent complete, and it is
planned to be commissioned in
October of this year.

of Umnugobi aimag, in coo-

peration with “Solid Partners
Group” LLC and the United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) established
a camel farm in Umnugobi aimag
with joint investments and the
construction of a joint camel milk
processing plant is ongoing.

The plant will simplify the
processing of milk and dairy
products and increase the milk
yield. The project initiators aim
at introducing the latest techno-
logies and, creating conditions
for facilitating animal farms.

As part of the realization of
the goals, a workshop was held
at the camel farm on September
8, 2024, to present herders with
the operation of the camel farm,
the camel milk cluster policy, the
camel milk supply chain, and the
raw material supply network.

B.Tsend-Ayush,  Executive
Director of “Solid Partners

In 2023, the Governor’s Office

Group” LLC said, “Since 2021,
“Solid Partners Group” LLC
has been implementing a project
called “Mongol Camel”, which
aims at drying camel milk for
export. Within the framework
of the project, we initiated the
establishment of a camel milk
processing plant in Dalanzadgad
soum, and a camel farm in Khan-
khongor soum, Umnugobi aimag.
We will focus on meeting export
standards for our products furt-
her. When we started the project,
the establishment of a reliable
supply chain for raw materials
was the key challenge.”

“In 2021, our company star-
ted operating a camel farm tea-
ming up with five herder house-
holds from Umnugobi aimag.
However, we came to the con-
clusion that it is impossible to
sustainably develop a camel farm
using traditional livestock her-
ding practices. Therefore, we
cooperated with the UNFAO in
2023 to establish an intensified
camel farm.

Moreover, we are collabora-
ting with the Governor’s Office
of Umnugobi aimag. Over the
course of a year, we trained the
camels for milking and increa-

sed their milk yield. Generally,
a Mongolian female camel pro-
duces 800 grams of milk per
day, but our farm’s camels ini-
tially produced only 400 grams.
The milk yield has increased by
providing the camels with pro-
per diet. It illustrates that it is
possible to increase the milk
yield of Mongolian camels. As
of now, we have achieved 3
liters of milk yield per camel.
We believe that it can reach 4
liters by adjusting the camels’

feed intake and increasing the
fodder reserve. Herders are not
able to milk camels throughout
the four seasons. By adopting
intensified farming practices,
their income from milking can
increase 2-4 times. Therefore,
we aim to intensify our efforts to
provide herders with training and
advice on the farm’s operations.
Currently, we have over 450
camels, and we are selling our
products in the local market,”
noted Mr. Tsend-Ayush.

“Teacher Treasures” Forum for 1000 Teachers Held in Gohi-Altai

The Governor's Office

of Gobi-Altai aimag and

the Education and Science
Department of Gobi-Altai
aimag organized the “Teacher
Treasures” Forum on September
8, 2024.

Around one thousand tea-
chers, who are “sowing the seeds
of knowledge” in Gobi-Altai ai-
mag, took part in online sub-ses-
sions, divided into eight research
teams, and held discussions on
the results of the sub-sessions at
the plenary session of the Forum.

The plenary session covered
topics, Results, Issues, and Solu-
tions of the Education Quality
Improvement Program; Teacher
Development, Social Guarantee,
and Professional Reputation and

Value; Training Quality, Curricu-
lum Implementation; and Child
Development and Protection.

At the Forum, the teachers,
whose students made high achie-
vements in the University En-
trance Exam, National Olym-
piads, and other competitions,
were given rewards, following
the Reward Granting Rule of the
Education Quality Improvement
Program. For instance, teacher
N. Erdenesuvd from the Third
School of Yesunbulag soum
was awarded MNT 10 million,
while her students each received
MNT 500 thousand for their
accomplishments of winning
second place at a national com-
petition for the Mongol Script.
Teacher N. Erdenesuvd empha-
sized that if teachers and students

work hard together, they can
achieve success.

During the Forum experien-
ced teachers who are leading

in their fields shared their best
practices, reported the Education
and Science Department of Gobi-
Altai aimag.

Twenty Thousand Trees to Be Planted in Khovd Aimag This October

Since the launch of the

“One Billion Trees” National
Campaign initiated by the
President of Mongolia, over 300
thousand trees have been planted
in Khovd aimag, Mongolia, to
combat desertification and land
degradation.

Environmental officials are
now focusing on supporting the
local tree nurseries and increa-
sing the number of tree seed-

lings and saplings to sustain this
momentum. As part of the Na-
tional Tree Planting Day and the
"One Billion Trees" National
Campaign, 48,000 trees were
planted this spring across 17
soums of Khovd aimag. Looking
ahead, approximately 20,000
more trees will be planted in
October.

Additionally, Khovd aimag
plans to plant trees on 250 to
260 hectares of land this fall to

strengthen its climate adaptatlon
These initiatives are crucial in
light of the severe desertifica-
tion affecting Khovd aimag. Over
90 percent of the territory of the
aimag has been affected by land
degradation and desertification
to varying degrees. Specifically,
in Khovd aimag, 1.4 percent of
the land is classified as severely
desertified, 13.3 percent as
strongly desertified, 29.2 percent
as moderately desertified, and

46.4 percent as mildly desertified.
Only 6.7 percent of the land in
Khovd aimag remains unaffected
by desertification.

A study shows that most ter-
ritories of Durgun, Chandmani,
Erdeneburen, Myangad, Man-
khan, Zereg, Buyant, and Jar-
galant soums of Khovd aimag
are particularly hard-hit by deser-
tification, and the grazing capa-
city is exceeded.

Hanns Seidel
Foundation
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-When will a driving
license be invalid?

-According to the Law
on Traffic Safety (2015),
the driving license shall
be invalid in the following
cases:

1. Expiry of the effective
period of driving license;

2. The driver has been
disqualified by a statement
of health organization to
drive the vehicle of the given
category;

3. Demerit points have
reached their limit;

4. Driving license has
been terminated as stated in
the relevant law.

In the case that a person's
driving license is invalid,
such person's international
driving license shall be
deemed invalid too.

-When will a driving
license be restored?

-The driving license will
be restored in the following
cases:

1. Driving license has
been extended under the
relevant procedure;

2. The driver has been
qualified by a statement of
health organizations to be
able to drive a vehicle of the
relevant category;

3. On expiry of a ter-
mination of the driving
license.

-What are the funda-
mental requirements for
ensuring traffic safety du-
ring planning, building,
expanding, and maintai-
ning road and road cons-
tructions?

-Planning, construction,
expansion, and maintenance
of road and road construc-
tions shall be consistent with
the requirements for road
traffic safety.

The State administrative
body in charge of the rele-
vant inspection shall moni-
tor if planning, construction,
expansion, and maintenance
of road and road construc-
tions are in line with the laws,
technical norms, procedures,

and standards concerning
traffic safety.
Engineering  solutions

for the planning, construc-
tion, expansion, and main-
tenance of road and road
constructions that will nega-
tively affect traffic safety
shall be prohibited.

The Government mem-
ber in charge of road shall
be responsible for ensuring
that the planning, cons-
truction, expansion, and
maintenance of road and
road constructions have met
the relevant traffic safety
requirements.

Address: Sukhbaatar District, Khoroo
6, Sukhbaatar Street 11-1, Hanns
Seidel Foundation Mongolia (inside
the court of the Children’s Art Center,
in the right side) Tel : 321294
https://mongolia.hss.de/mn/
https.//www.facebook.com/
HSFMongolia info@hssmongolia.mn
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On September 11, 2024.
the National Art Gallery of
Mongolia opened a special

exhibition titled "The Miracle of
Craftsmanship" to commemorate

the centennial of the birth of

Honored Cultural Worker of
Mongolia, Master Sculptor
Sengee Samdan.

engee Samdan is renowned
Sfor revolutionizing the tra-

ditional Mongolian carving
style by creating large works using
materials such as ivory and wood.
His works are characterized by
traditional Mongolian patterns,
fascinating visual elements of
abstraction, poetic expressions of

events, and a new style of sym-
bolic representations, all crafted
with exceptional detail. The Ex-

Presenting “The Miracle =~
of Graftsmanship™

hibition offers over 30 pieces of
artwork selected from the col-
lections of the National Art Gal-
lery of Mongolia, the National
Museum of Mongolia, the
Ulaanbaatar City Museum, the
Museum of Uvurkhangai aimag
as well as private collections.
The Exhibition will be open to
the public until September 15,
2024. Some of his notable pieces
include “Peaceful Earth” (a globe
made of carved ivory with nine
layers), “Prosperous Nature”
(wood  carving), “Flourishing
Ulaanbaatar”, (carved ivory),
“The Banner That Never Bowed”
(carved ivory).

Friday, September 13, 2024. No. 37

Sodnompiljee Becomes Mongolia’s First
Paralympic Athlete to Win Gold, Silver, and

Bronze Medals

On the 10th day of the
“Paris-2024" 17th Summer
Paralympic Games, Hero

of Labor of Mongolia and
Honored Athlete of Mongolia,
Paralympic Champion

and World Champion
Sodnompiljee Enkhbayar, won
a silver medal in the 107 kg
weight category.

Under the guidance of State
Honored Coach of Mongolia D.
Battulga, E. Sodnompiljee, who

makes him the first Mongolian
athlete to win gold, silver, and
bronze medals at the Summer
Paralympic Games.

E. Sodnompiljee,
Mongolia’s final competitor at
the “Paris-2024” Paralympics,
is a three-time World Champion,
holder of four silver World
Championship medals, a six-
time World Cup gold medalist,
and a two-time Asian Games
gold medalist with one silver
medal as well. The Mongolian

previously won a gold medal at
the “Tokyo-2020” Paralympics
and a bronze medal at the “Rio-
2016 Paralympics, successfully
lifted 248 kg in the men’s 107
kg powerlifting event to secure
the silver. This achievement

National Olympic Committee
reported that Mongolia’s team
concluded the  Paralympic
Games with one gold, three
silver medals, and four top-
ranked finishes.

Mongolians Gompeting at the 5th World Nomad Games

The 5th World Nomad Games are
taking place in Astana, the capital
city of Kazakhstan, on September
8-14, 2024. Over 2,500 athletes
from 85 countries are competing in
21 categories, vying for 97 sets of
medals.

At the Games, 66 athletes are parti-
cipating from Mongolia in 16 sports,
such as wrestling, archery, and horse
racing. The Opening Ceremony of the
5th World Nomad Games was solemnly
held on the first day of the Games, and
D. Anar, the World Champion of Kurash
Wrestling, served as the flag bearer for
the Mongolian team.

As the hearth of nomadic civili-
zation, Mongolia is participating in
the Sth World Nomad Games and pro-
moting its unique nomadic culture to
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the world once again. Also, Mongolia
regularly organizes the World Festival of
Nomadic Culture every year to expand
the cultural relations of countries with
nomadic civilizations and promote them
to the world. The primary goal of the
World Nomad Games is to strengthen

friendship, expand cooperation, and
consolidate regional wunity through
traditional nomadic sports.

The first World Nomad Games were
held in Kyrgyzstan in 2014, followed by
the UAE in 2016, Kyrgyzstan in 2018,
and Turkey in 2022. The Mongolian
national team won seven medals in
2014, five in 2016, 24 in 2018, and 10
in 2022. Today, N. Altanhuyag, who
competed in mounted archery, won a
silver medal, and M. Nauryzbek won
bronze in Er Enish.

& ) INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
H = B OF ULAANBAATAR
:3_0 T*:_L— Facilities Manager
{?44.\'&‘:‘ Apply no later than 5 PM, September 20, 2024
NATURE OF WORK

The Facilities Manager shall assist the Director and Deputy Director with the
organization, operation and administration of the non-instructional school program.
Within the limits of established policy, he/she shall make decisions involving
the grounds and maintenance personnel and drivers/vehicles belonging to, or in
the service of, the International School of Ulaanbaatar (/SU). His/her primary
responsibilities shall involve ensuring the safety, maintenance and development of
all school facilities, and all transportation systems (at a high, international standard)
at ISU.

Position Requirements:

1. Bachelor’s degree required (specialization in engineering preferred, but not
necessary)

2. FMA designation or equivalent strongly desired

3. Minimum of three to five years of prior experience in facilities administration
and management (prior experience of construction projects preferred)

4. Demonstrated history of meeting international standards in facilities main-
tenance

5. Ability to work in, and manage, a team in a firm but fair, manner

6. Prior experience of working in a multicultural environment is strongly desired

7. Written and spoken fluency in English and Mongolian required

APPLICATION:

If you would like to take up this challenge and be part of the ISU team, please
submit the following in English:

*A formal letter of application

*A formal curriculum vitae (CV) / resume detailing: Your employment history;
your education background; and your contact information (including both e-mail and
phone number)

*The names and contact details of at least two direct supervisory references

All applications should be addressed to:
Deputy Director
International School of Ulaanbaatar
Four Seasons Garden, Khan-Uul District, Khoroo 15
Phone: 70160010
Email: depdirector@isumongolia.edu.mn

For further information about this position’s job description, please visit this
www.isumongolia.edu.mn.
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